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A NEW SPIN ON
THE BOTTLE

For summer, these on-the-go

wines make portable
libation easy.

Forget
hich can reduce ships

that debate on cor

s
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8-BIT VINTNERS PAYS HOMAGE
TO WINE AND VIDEO GEEKS.

COOKING WITH ROCKSTARS

Wine sawwy music fans can marry two loves by tuning into Cooking with Rockstars, a
video podcast in which host and producer Jennifer Robbins explores the culinary
prowess of indie musicians from Rufus =

Wainwright to Spoon’s Britt Daniel. In addi-
tion to revealing favorite recipes and cook-
ing technigues of top rockers, the show
features concert clips, links to albums and
more. Though not exactly gourmet {think
Jack Black's Dorito Burrito), the dishes are
fun, easy-to make and offer a homey
glimpse into a lifestyle not typically associ-
ated with domestication. cookingwithrock
stars.com —Susan Kostrzewa

Brian Viglione, drummer for the Dresden
Dolls, prepares the Viglione Family Sauce in
his kitchen in Massachusetts

If the proliferation of bars with
Wii games like Guitar Hero and
Deer Hunter 15 any mdication,
pairing alcohol with video
games is not a completely new
phenomenon. With 8-bit Vint-
ners, wine combines more
directly with the pixelated
pastimes. The Walla Walla-based
winery was founded by Mike
James, a longtime wine lover
and self-proclaimed geek, who
teamed up with Washington
winemaker Casey McClellan to
blend his passions together. The
name and |abel design is a
throwback to the modest com-
puting power of Nintendo and
other retro consoles, beloved by
old-school gamers.

Their first wine, called Player
1 and released in September
2009, is a red blend composed
of Syrah {50%), Tempranilla
(30%), Cabernet Sauvignon
{10%), Carmenere (5%) and

Malbec (5%), with all fruit
sourced from vineyards maostly

in the Walla Walla Valley and
Wahluke Slope. Though James,
a true techie (and graduate of
Walla Walla's Center for Enal
ogy and Viticulture), admits that
anything requiring intense eye-
hand coordination—such as
Call of Duty or other first-per-
50N shun!ets_‘—due&n'T i wedl
with multiple glasses, his sug
gested game pairings for Player
1 include Mega Man 2 on NES
or Shadow of the Colossus for
Ps2

Fellow gamers are obvious
target drinkers though the ulti-
mate &-bit customer can be
interpreted more broadly
According to James, " my wine
is for anyone who spent time
trying to save a princess or fit
odd shaped blocks together.”

Player 1 wine is available for
sale at Bbitvintners.com and at
select restaurants in the US A
white blend—to be called
Player 2—is in the works,

—FKaTHLEEN MCKENNA




