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CABERNET SAUVIGNON

92 Golan Heights Winery 2012 Yarden Caber-
net Sauvignon (Galilee). Deep garnet in the 

glass, this wine has a heady bouquet of black cherry, 
mocha and lavender. It is full in the mouth with 
supple tannins and a surprisingly refreshing acid 
backbone. Flavors of cherry, blueberry, espresso, 
chocolate and anise culminate in a cool, lingering 
finish with a soft floral lift. Yarden Wines, Inc. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $32 

92 Jerusalem Wineries 2012 4990 Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Judean Hills). For full 

review see page 123. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

91 Dalton 2013 D Series Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). Aromas of black cherry, roasted red 

pepper and leather prepare the palate for flavors of 
black cherry, black fig, cherry preserves, anise and 
orange peel. A network of velvety tannins provides 
a backdrop for an ongoing cool-mint sensation that 
drops away for final notes of anisette and orange 
peel. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, LTD. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Jerusalem Wineries 2013 4990 Reserve Caber-
net Sauvignon (Judean Hills). Deep red-violet 

in the glass, this wine has a nose of black cherry, 
smoked meat and a hint of green pepper. It is a well-
balanced wine with sturdy tannins and flavors of 
black cherry, blackberry, anisette, violet and ground 
black pepper. The finish is characterized by a touch 
of orange peel and a sense of salinity. Kosher. Allied 
Importers, USA, LTD. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

91 Makura Estate 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Upper Galilee). Dark garnet to the eye, this 

wine offers a bouquet of blackberry, blueberry and 
menthol. There is a sense of coolness on the palate 
amid flavors of cassis, blackberry, lavender, euca-
lyptus, aniseed and iodine. A smooth web of tan-
nins fills the mouth, lingering past the bright yet 
soft finish. Park Street Imports. —M.D. 
abv: 16% Price: $70 

90 Gva’ot 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Shomron). 
For full review see page 125. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Gva’ot 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Shomron). 
Dark garnet to the eye, this wine offers a 

bouquet of black cherry, yellow pepper and a touch 
of green pepper. Flavors of blackberry, roasted red 
pepper and pomegranate are supported by a back-
drop of powdery tannins. A light touch of cool 
mint and a splash of citrus arrive just in time for 
the softly lingering finish. Kosher. Allied Importers, 
USA, LTD. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

88 Hacormim 2014 Adi 13 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Israel). For full review see page 129. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $9 

88 Jerusalem Wineries 2014 Vintage 2900 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Judean Hills). For full 

review see page 129. Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

RED BLENDS

92 Makura Estate 2008 Estate Reserve (Upper 
Galilee). Deep garnet to the eye, this blend of 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah offers a rich 
bouquet of cassis, cherry preserves and lightly but-
tered toast. Tannins are strong but acidity holds its 
own among flavors of cherry, blackberry, menthol, 
pipe tobacco, and dried sage. The finish is marked 
by a nice tart cranberry note and lingering tannins. 
Park Street Imports. Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $80 

92 Jacques Capsouto 2014 Cotes de Galilee Vil-
lage Cuvee Samuel Rouge (Galilee). Deep 

violet red in the glass, this wine has a nose of black 
cherry, herbes de Provence and lavender. It is very 
smooth on entry, with flavors of black cherry, white 
chocolate, anisette and violet. Velvety tannins do 
not overstay their welcome, making way for a lico-
rice and orange-tinged finish. Kosher. Roadhouse 
Wine Merchants. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Recanati 2013 Special Reserve (Galilee). For 
full review see page 125. 

abv: 14% Price: $60 

ISRAEL
Discovery awaits in historic winemaking regions

T
he wine regions of eastern Asia and the 
Middle East are among the oldest in the 
world. Artifacts and artwork related to 
winemaking and wine culture dating back 

thousands of years have been found across the 
entire region, including modern-day Israel, 
Turkey and Georgia. While these three nations 
share little in common in terms 
of grape varieties grown, they 
each make a wide array of 
intriguing wines that are now 
available in many markets across 
the United States.

Although winemaking in 
Israel extends back to biblical 
times, a major resurgence began 
in the 1980s, and today hun-
dreds of wineries are vinifying 
international varieties, including Cabernet Sau-
vignon, Merlot, Syrah, Chardonnay and Sauvi-
gnon Blanc. Among the five wine regions in the 
country, rolling hillsides and the cooling influ-
ence of the Mediterranean Sea in Galilee and 
the Judean Hills provide growing conditions 
that result in wines with ripe fruit flavors and 
strong acidity.

Turkish wines can be as delicious as they 
are difficult to pronounce. While international 
varieties are also grown here, Turkey’s best red 
wines are made from the indigenous grapes 
Öküzgözü (similar in weight and color to Pinot 
Noir) and Boğazkere, which may remind wine 
lovers of a full-bodied Cabernet Sauvignon. 

White wines are often made 
from Narince and Emir; Narince 
tends to be full-bodied and fruit 
forward, while Emir is often 
made in a light, delicate style. 

Georgia is also home to 
many different native grapes, 
and rich, dark Saperavi dom-
inates red-wine production. 
Featuring flavors of blackberry 
and espresso, Saperavi is made 

in dry and sweet styles. White wines made from 
Rkatsiteli are sometimes fermented and aged in 
clay jars known as qvevris. This gives them an 
amber color and a complex flavor profile. 

One thing is for sure—there are plenty of 
unique wines worth discovering from these 
classic cradles of winemaking.

Cheers! —Mike DeSimone
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