
APRIL 2018

WINE’S GREEN 
LEADERS

EXQUISITE 
EAU DE VIE

PINOT NOIR’S  
OTHER PLAYERS775+  WINES 

REVIEWED 

WINE LOVER’S 
VENICE 

CLASSIC PAIRINGS  
REDEFINED 

FRANCIACORTA
SPARKLERS

ITALY
ISSUE

THE

Winemag.com

$5.99 US & CANADA



CABERNET SAUVINON

93 Hayotzer 2014 Winemaker’s Choice Virtuoso 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Galilee). This deep 

violet-red colored wine has a nose of cassis, lav-
ender and anise. It is surprisingly soft on first sip, 
with tannins that gradually increase in power while 
showcasing flavors of black cherry, dark plum, cran-
berry, fennel bulb and a touch of mint. The slightly 
grippy finish offers pronounced notes of cherry and 
orange zest. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

93 Recanati 2014 Reserve David Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Galilee). For full review see 

page 87. Kosher. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Dalton 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). This wine offers aromas of black, 

cherry, raspberry and violet. The tannins are 
barely noticeable at first, slowly building as fla-
vors of cherry, cassis, violet and chocolate-covered 
espresso bean make their way across the palate. 
Hints of spice and cherry are evident throughout 
the prolonged finish. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, 
Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

92 Golan Heights Winery 2013 Gilgal Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Galilee). Aromas of cherry, 

raspberry and coffee bean set the stage for flavors of 
black cherry, blackberry, apple peel, white chocolate 
and baking spice. Opulent tannins coat palate, 
making way for a juicy, blueberry pie flavored finish. 
Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

92 Hayotzer 2014 Special Edition Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Galilee). Inky red-violet in color, 

this wine offers aromas of black currant and blue-

berry. It fills the palate with flavors of cassis, black-
berry, juniper and anise. Mildly stiff tannins recede 
into a bright finish, laced with touches of iodine and 
smoke. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

91 Golan Heights Winery 2013 Yarden Bar’on 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Galilee). Aro-

mas of blueberry, black cherry and fennel bulb pre-
pare the taste buds for flavors of blackberry, rasp-
berry, vanilla, juniper berry and thyme. Soft tannins 
and a pleasing interplay of fruit and spice wind 
down towards a berry-laden finish, with a touch of 
eucalyptus. Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

91 Hayotzer 2014 Genesis Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). Deep garnet in the glass, this wine 

has a nose of black cherry, blackberry and vio-
let. Tannins are soft at first and then build slowly, 
enveloped in flavors of black currant, cherry, 
vanilla, clove and white pepper. The lush mouthfeel 
diminishes just as the bright finish draws to a close. 
Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Jerusalem Wineries 2016 3400 Premium Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Judean Hills). Inky garnet 

in color, this wine has a bouquet of black cherry, 
cranberry and toffee. It is bright on entry, followed 
by chewy tannins and flavors of cherry, blackberry, 
espresso bean and chocolate. A quick splash of 
pomegranate brightens the enduring finish. Kosher. 
Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Jerusalem Wineries 2014 4990 Reserve Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Judean Hills). This wine 

offers a bouquet of cherry, raspberry and coffee bean. 
Flavors of black cherry, raspberry and coffee bean 
wrapped in subtle tannins are followed by a vein of 
eucalyptus that continues into the cool, minty finish. 
Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Jerusalem Wineries 2016 2900 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Judean Hills). Aromas of dark 

plum and pomegranate lead into flavors of wood, 
blueberry, vanilla and anise. This wine is full in the 
mouth, with softly lingering tannins and a bright 
finish of baking spices. Kosher. Allied Importers, 
USA, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Hayotzer 2016 Vintner’s Select Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Judean Hills). This wine offers 

a bouquet of cassis, black plum and licorice. It is 
smooth and bright on the palate, with flavors of 
blackberry, pomegranate, vanilla, black pepper and 
clove that lead into a prolonged fruit-filled finish. 
Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $12 

Continued on page 95
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T
he tradition of winemaking has deep roots 
in Israel, evidenced by the countless men-
tions of wine in the Torah and Old Testa-
ment, as well as the country’s many ruins 

of 2,000-year-old wineries. Today, this tiny 
Mediterranean country produces a wide range 
of white, rosé and red wines.

The vast majority of wine 
made in Israel is kosher, with 
a good portion of it sold dur-
ing the spring Passover season. 
In order for wine to be certified 
kosher, it can only be handled by 
Sabbath-observant Jews from 
the time the grapes arrive at the 
winery until the wine is pro-
duced and bottled. A non-Jew-
ish winemaker may be involved 
but cannot handle the wine in 
tank or barrel. Kosher wines also cannot have 
any  animal-based additives.

The two main wine-producing regions in 
Israel are Galilee and the Judean Hills. Gal-
ilee and its main subregions, Upper Galilee 
and Golan Heights, are at altitudes of 2,400 to 
3,900 feet and have volcanic soils, while vine-

yards in the Judean Hills are either red clay 
or limestone. Hot, sunny days contribute to 
full ripeness and lush fruit flavors, while the 
cooler nights enable the grapes to retain acidity  
and freshness. 

These three main soil types and Israel’s 
Mediterranean climate offer 
excellent growing conditions 
for red grapes including Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah 
and Carignan. 

Though many Israeli wines 
spent previously a great deal of 
time in oak, today there is a ten-
dency towards less overly oak 
characteristics and lighter or 
more fruit-driven expressions.

Elsewhere in this issue’s 
Buying Guide, you’ll find selec-

tions from France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and 
Germany. From the New World, enjoy reviews 
from Australia, California, Oregon and Wash-
ington. As always, be sure to visit our com-
plete database, with thousands more reviews  
at winemag.com/ratings  

L’chaim! —Mike DeSimone

Tradition runs deep
ISRAEL

Hot, sunny days 
contribute to full 
ripeness and lush 

flavors, while 
the cooler nights 

enable the grapes 
to retain acidity and 

freshness.
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